
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12th June 2026 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you and your families well.  
 
As we move further into the final half term of the academic year, it is always encouraging to 
reflect on the breadth of opportunities that our students continue to embrace both inside and 
outside the classroom. Education is about far more than examination results alone; it is about 
developing confident, articulate, compassionate and resilient young people who are equipped 
to thrive in an increasingly complex world. 
 
This week’s newsletter provides a wonderful snapshot of that wider educational experience. 
From peer mentoring and leadership opportunities to careers education, financial literacy, 
public speaking and enrichment activities, our students continue to demonstrate the 
confidence, maturity and curiosity that we seek to nurture at Connaught. I am continually 
impressed by the way in which they seize these opportunities and embody our values of 
Excellence, Resilience and Inclusion in all that they do. I hope you enjoy reading about some 
of the many achievements and experiences that have taken place across the school this week. 
 
Summer weather and uniform  
 
As the weather improves next week, I would also like to remind families about our summer 
uniform expectations.  We remain committed to maintaining the high standards that our 
community rightly expects. Uniform should be worn, ties worn properly, and shirts tucked in at 
all times.  If students are feeling warm, the first item to be removed should be the navy blue 
jumper as this is the optional element of the uniform. If students remain too warm, blazers may 
then be removed and carried by hand. This helps to ensure that blazers, often the most 
expensive item of school uniform, do not become creased or damaged when stuffed into bags.  
As such, we should never see students wearing a jumper without also wearing their blazer. 
 
Mobile Phones 
 
You may have seen recent media coverage regarding mobile phones and social media. The 
government has announced plans to place existing guidance on mobile phones in schools 
onto a statutory footing, effectively strengthening the expectation that schools remain 
phone-free environments.  The debate continues nationally, with discussion around the impact 
of smartphones on learning, concentration, wellbeing and social interaction, alongside 
questions about how schools and families work together to manage technology use. As 
families know, Connaught School has long had a clear expectation that mobile phones should 
not be seen or heard during the school day.  We will continue to monitor developments 
carefully and give thoughtful consideration to our approach as we move forward.   
 

 



 

Lammas School consultation 
 
You may be aware that The Lammas School has recently begun a formal consultation 
regarding the proposed closure of the school. Further information is available on the school's 
website for those who wish to learn more about the consultation process. 
 
As The Lammas School is situated approximately 1.7 kilometres from Connaught and is our 
nearest neighbouring secondary school, we are conscious of the uncertainty that this proposal 
may create for affected families and young people. In response, we will be holding an 
additional Open Evening specifically for parents and carers of students currently attending The 
Lammas School, as well as those Year 6 pupils who were due to join the school in September. 
This will provide families with an opportunity to visit Connaught, meet staff and students, and 
learn more about what our school has to offer should they wish to explore one of the limited 
number of places currently available. 
 
To facilitate this event, the school day on Wednesday will finish slightly earlier than usual, with 
students being dismissed at 2.20pm. In addition, students should arrive between 9.50am and 
10.00am on Thursday morning in order to begin Lesson 2 promptly at 10.00am. (Year 10 
students sitting mock examinations will be informed separately of any alternative 
arrangements.) This later start will allow staff sufficient time to conclude and clear down from 
the Open Evening. 
 
I appreciate your support and understanding in enabling us to do this. At times such as these, 
schools have a responsibility not only to their own communities but also to the wider 
educational community they serve. I believe there is a moral imperative for us to offer support, 
reassurance and stability to families facing uncertainty, and to ensure that every child affected 
by these proposals has access to high-quality educational opportunities and a welcoming 
school community. As always, thank you for your continued support. 
 
Assembly week beginning 15.06.26 

The assembly will be focused on Refugee Week. 

Attendance Matters 

Excellent attendance this week in the following 
tutor groups, who have exceeded the school 
target. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Achievement Points 

Changes at the top of the leaderboards in Years 8 - 10 this week! Every AP counts! 

 

Reading Matters 

This week’s winners are 8F!. 
Congratulations 🙂 

Bedrock Leaderboard - Top 10 
students this week. Postcards will 
be awarded to each student.  

1.Adn Amir 7W → 118  2 .Daria 
Misinschi 7W → 76 3. Gabrielle 
Djemili-Arnold 8S → 67 

4. Mysha Mohungoo 9F → 60 5. 
Rosanna Drew Rennie 7S → 54  

6. Ozelle Villiers​  8W → 51 7. Hannah Kajee 7W → 48 8. Maryam Rizwan 8W → 46 

9. Kirsten Lakha 8F → 42   10.Tayba Hussain 8S → 41 

Achievement Points 

 

Textiles exhibition 

On Monday the 15th, there will be an exhibition of all the 
GCSE Textiles coursework from the current Year 11s. It 
will be in the Photography studio alongside the Art 
Exhibition. It will run from 3:30 - 5:00 pm. Please come 
along to see the result of all their hard work! 

 

 



 

 

Careers 

Year 7 and 8 Step into the World of Work   

Year 7 & 8 had a wonderful experience learning about the World of Work, earlier this week. 
For our Year 7 cohort, it was an opportunity to identify the key skills, knowledge and 
information needed for experiencing the Workplace while for our Year 8 cohort, it was an 
opportunity to identify what responsibilities are needed ahead of their Work Shadowing Day 
which took place on the 12th June.  

 

Peer Mentoring - Navigating the Mix-up Workshop’ 

Peer Mentoring -  

‘Navigating the Mix-Up’ Workshop’ 

 

Amira (7F) 

Yesterday’s workshop was a wonderful opportunity for us Year 7 students to interact with and 
build friendships with Year 8 students. The workshop focused on the importance of friendship, 
the qualities that make a good friend, and how positive friendships can have a meaningful 
impact on our lives. 

Each Year 7 student was paired with a Year 8 mentor. We began with a fun bingo activity that 
helped us get to know everyone in the room and learn interesting facts about one another. 
This was a great icebreaker and allowed us to feel more comfortable speaking with students 
from a different year group. It also gave us the chance to form new friendships and strengthen 
our communication skills. 

Throughout the workshop, we discussed the qualities we look for in a good friend. This 
encouraged us to reflect on our own friendships and think about the characteristics that make 
relationships strong, supportive, and trustworthy. 

One activity involved a scenario that demonstrated the behaviour of a bad friend. We worked 
together to discuss what we would do in that situation and how we could respond positively. I 
particularly enjoyed this activity because everyone was given the opportunity to share their 
opinions and contribute to the discussion. It ensured that every student felt included and 
valued. 

My personal experience of the workshop was fantastic because I was paired with an amazing 
mentor, Sienna J from Year 8. She was enthusiastic, supportive, and encouraging throughout 
the session. She listened carefully to my ideas and helped me feel confident when sharing my 
thoughts. It was clear from the way she interacted with others that she understands the 
importance of friendship and demonstrates many of the qualities of a great friend. 

Sienna A, who presented and helped organise the workshop, did an excellent job leading the 
session. It was clear how much time, effort, and planning had gone into making the experience 
enjoyable and meaningful for everyone involved. Her confidence, organisation, and 
enthusiasm helped create a welcoming atmosphere where everyone felt comfortable 
participating. 



 

 

 

Another activity involved teamwork 
and trust. One student was 
blindfolded while their teammates 
guided them through instructions. 
This activity highlighted the 
importance of communication, 
cooperation, and trust within 
friendships. It was enjoyable and 
helped us understand how working 
together can strengthen 
relationships. 

Overall, the workshop was 
extremely successful, engaging, and 
well organised. Every activity had a 
clear purpose and helped us 
develop a better understanding of 
friendship, teamwork, and 

communication. The attention to detail throughout the workshop was impressive, and it was 
clear that a great deal of effort had been put into creating such a positive experience. 

A huge thank you to all of the Year 8 students who helped run the workshop, especially Sienna 
A, my mentor Sienna J, and Mr Kajue for organising this fantastic event. All of us in Year 7 
greatly appreciated the opportunity, and we had an enjoyable and memorable experience that 
taught us valuable lessons about friendship. 

 
 
Note from Mr Kajue -  
 
The workshop designed, produced and curated by the Peer Mentoring team was a clear sign 
of their evolution and their impressive maturity. They showed incredible leadership skills and 
displayed a level of focus that helped to calm while also inspiring the Year 7 mentees. It was a 
lovely opportunity to see how the Year 8s have grown into their roles and positions, in the 
knowledge that they will now be responsible for the new era of our Peer Mentoring 
programmes. We are incredibly excited for the future events and workshops they will provide 
for our School & Local Community. 

 

Year 10 Talk The Talk Oracy Workshop. 

On Tuesday 9th June, our Year 10 students participated in an engaging and insightful Talk The 
Talk workshop delivered through the Jack Petchey Foundation. The day focused on 
developing essential communication, teamwork, and interview skills, helping students prepare 
for future opportunities in further education and employment. 

Throughout the workshop, students took part in a variety of practical challenges designed to 
assess and strengthen their skills, while encouraging them to think about how these abilities 
can be applied in real-life situations. Activities centred on effective communication, public 
speaking, teamwork, and interview preparation, key skills that colleges, universities, and 
employers value alongside academic achievement. 



 

One student reflected on the experience, saying: 

"I found today's workshop greatly beneficial. Our facilitator was really good at informing us 
about what colleges and universities are looking for when interviewing people for positions at 
their institution that are not  relevant to grades and academia. These skills can also be 
transferred to job interviews later in life.  

Another student highlighted how the workshop helped build confidence: 

"I enjoyed today’s workshop as it made me come out of my comfort zone and express my 
ideas through public speaking. My favourite part was the interactive activities that we had. For 
example, we did some interviews and I was able to be a panel member and see what it was 
like to interview someone. We then went on to interviewing in groups, which helped me realise 
what it felt like in a real-life interview. I felt that this was very useful for my future career." 

The workshop provided valuable opportunities for students to develop confidence, resilience, 
and self-awareness while gaining a deeper understanding of the skills needed to succeed in 
interviews and beyond. We are grateful to the Jack Petchey Foundation and all the facilitators 
for delivering such a meaningful and inspiring experience for our Year 10 students. 

 

Wize Up with Jack Petchey Year 10 Financial 
Literacy Workshops 

On Thursday 11th June, Year 10 students were 
given the valuable opportunity to take part in a 

Financial Literacy Workshop funded by the Jack Petchey Foundation. The workshop provided 
an engaging introduction to key financial concepts and helped students develop a better 
understanding of money management. 

Throughout the session, students learned about the differences between credit and debit 
cards, explored important financial terminology, and gained practical experience calculating 
taxes. They also discussed ways to manage money responsibly and make informed financial 
decisions. 

For many students, this was their first experience of learning about personal finance in such 
depth, making the workshop both informative and highly relevant. Overall, the workshop was 
an extremely positive experience that provided students with essential life skills and 
knowledge that will benefit them well into the future. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extra-Curricular Provision  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before 
school 

Library Club 
7:50-8:20 Library 

ET 

Library Club 
7:50-8:20 
Library ET 

Library Club 
7:50-8:20 Library 

ET 
Library Club 7:50-8:20 

Library ET 

Library Club 
7:50-8:20 Library 

ET 

Breakfast Club 
7:40-8:20 Dining 

hall PET 

Breakfast Club 
7:40-8:20 
Dining hall 
DIA/PET 

Breakfast Club 
7:40-8:20 Dining 

hall DIA/PET 

Breakfast Club 
7:40-8:20 Dining hall 

DIA/PET 

Breakfast Club 
7:40-8:20 Dining 

hall DIA/PET 

Lunch time 

Year 8-11 Ted 
Team SIL HT 

Office 

Year 8-11 Ted 
Team SIL HT 

Office 

Year 8-11 Ted 
Team SIL HT 

Office 
Year 8-11 Ted Team 

SIL HT Office 

Year 8-11 Ted 
Team SIL HT 

Office 

LEGO Club RIC 
Room 20 

Homework Club 
NA Room 20 

Homework Club 
DL Room 20 

Homework Club/ 
Games Club RIC/ SM 

Room 20 

Year 11 Biology 
Clinic AMR 

Mobile 

Key Stage 4 Art 
and 

Photography 
Club ELB Room 

9 

Key Stage 3 
Reading Club 
RAH Room 36 

Key Stage 4 Art 
Club HCO Room 

17 

Key Stage 3 
Computing and Coding 

Club ALK Room 33 

11x/Ma6 Maths 
Intervention RGN 

Room 3 

Year 10 Drama 
Rehersals MAL 
Drama Studio 

Year 7 Cooking 
Club WAL 
Room H1 

Year 7 Nuture 
Club ELK Room 

42 

11x/Ma3 Maths 
Intervention PET 

Room 10 

Year 10 
Rollerskating 

Club DIA/GAG 
Gym 

 

Year 11 
Geography 
Intervention 

DES Room 7 

Year 11 Sociology 
Intervention KAD 

Room 5 
Badminton Club GAG 

Gym Week B 
Crochet Club 

HUS Room 17 

 

Year 11 English 
Literature 

Revision CAR 
Room 34 

Textiles Club RAN 
Room H2 

Year 9 Poetry Club 
BUR Room 35 

Year 8 
Connections Club 

ALI Room 38 

 

Year 11 History 
Intervention 
KLE Room 6 

Green 
Ambassadors 
DES Room 7 
Week A Only 

Year 11 French 
Intervention FER 

Room 41 
Drama Club MAL 

Hall 

 

Year 8 Attend 
Club ALI Room 

38 

Duke Of 
Edinburgh 

Support DES 
Room 7 Week B 

Only 

Year 11 Chemistry 
Clinic AMR Mobile 

Week A Only  

 
Drama Club 

MAL Hall 
History Film Club 

KLE Room 6 

Year 11 Drama 
Intervention MAL 

Room 8  

 

Key Stage 3 
Futsal Club 

KAD/GAG Gym 

11x/Ma2 Maths 
Intervention ADO 
Room 4 Week B 

Only   



 

 

11x/Ma5 Maths 
Intervention 

LAB Room 37 

Dodgeball Club 
GAG Gym Week 

B   

 

Jewellery 
Making Club 
SM Room 20 

Year 7-10 Let's 
Celebrate KHL 

Room 39   

  

Year 9 Teen Tech 
Awards KHN 

Library   

  

Key Stage 3 
Collage Club ELB 

Room 9   

  

GCSE Art 
Coursework 

Catch Up Club 
HOC Room 17   

After 
school 

11x/Ma4 Maths 
Intervention AUL 

Room 1 

Year 10 Maths 
Action Tutoring 

IN Room 4 

Year 10 English 
Action Tutoring 
CAR Room 4 

Year 11 Textiles 
coursework Club RAN 

Room H2 

Year 11 Physics 
and Chemistry 

Intervention MUJ 
Lab 3 

Key Stage 4 Art 
and 

Photography 
Club ELB Room 

9 

Year 9 and 10 
Debate Club 
KHN Library 

Year 10 English 
Action Tutoring 
CAR Room 4  

11x/Sc3 Science 
Intervention Lab 4 

IQB Week B 

Year 10 Drama 
Rehearsals MAL 

Drama Studio 

Leyton Orient 
Football Club 

GAG Gym    

Year 11 Spanish 
Intervention 

EMA Room 40 

Year 11 Drama 
Intervention 

MAL Room 8    

 

Wishing you a great weekend. 

 

 
Mr. Silk 
Headteacher 


