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London E11 4AE 

 

Headteacher — Alexander Silk, MA 
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tel: 020 8539 3029 fax: 020 8558 3827 

email: school@connaught-school.co.uk web: www.connaught-school.co.uk 
 

Friday 28th March 2025 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

I hope this letter finds you well, I have a Friday update as always. This week I sent out the Ofsted report, which 

I am incredibly proud of, for the whole school community and especially for the hard work of all my colleagues 

and for all the incredible students in the school. If you have not seen the report, it can be found on the school 

website here. I am extremely pleased I was able to send the letter to parents and carers yesterday to confirm 

the school is open to all students in all year groups next week and that all dates of industrial action have been 

removed.  

 

In the final week of the term there will be a number of events we want to remind parents about. 

● On Monday, the school timings during Ramadan will remain in place as there will be a significantly 

reduced number of students in school. The school will have a shortened lunchtime break and finish at 

3.00pm. Again there is no loss of curriculum time. From Tuesday 1st April, we will be back to the 

normal school hours.  

● There is an open forum meeting with the school leadership team and school governors on Wednesday 

afternoon at 5:00-6:00pm, if you have not indicated you would like to come, please use this form and 

arrive at the school reception entrance on Dyers Hall Road.  

● The school drama production will be on Thursday 3rd April at 6.00pm. Tickets are £3 each via 

ParentPay or pay cash at the ticket desk in the dining hall at break time. The tickets are selling fast and 

we are very close to declaring a sell-out performance so please remember to buy tickets to avoid 

disappointment. More on this later in the newsletter.   

 

As the holy month of Ramadan draws to a close, we would like to extend our heartfelt wishes to all members 

of our school community who will be celebrating Eid al-Fitr this weekend. Eid al-Fitr is a time of joy, gratitude, 

and reflection; a celebration that brings families and communities together after a month of fasting, prayer, and 

generosity. It is a reminder of the key school values of Excellence, Resilience and Inclusion: the acts of 

compassion, kindness, and unity demonstrate what we hold dear at Connaught School for Girls. 

 

Whether you will be celebrating on Sunday or Monday, we hope this special occasion is filled with peace, 

happiness, and togetherness for you and your loved ones. We know many of our students and families look 

forward to this time of celebration, and we recognise the cultural and spiritual importance of Eid across our 

diverse school community. On behalf of all the staff at Connaught, I would like to wish you a joyful and blessed 

Eid. 

 

Eid Mubarak! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.connaught-school.co.uk/about-us/our-school/ofsted-report/
https://forms.gle/yFHaQwCrZwzr447K6


 

 

 

Attendance 

Interesting data published last week by the Department for Education highlights the importance of excellent 

attendance.  Students with outstanding attendance are twice as likely to achieve at least a Grade 5 in both 

GCSE English and Maths.  Additionally, statistics indicate that those with excellent school attendance go on to 

earn an average of £10,000 more per year by the age of 28.  Another compelling reason to ensure students 

are in school every day and benefiting from high-quality lessons and curriculum. 

 

Congratulations to Year 9 who still have the highest attendance to date. 

 
 

This week’s attendance treats went to 9G! 

 

Achievement Points 

10S still top the leaderboard with the most APs this term and Year 10 are still in the lead overall. 

Well done to Malaika 11S who has the highest number of APs this week! 

 

The assembly next week  

Next week’s there will not be any year group assemblies as there will be the main end of term celebration 

assemblies, passing out credit awards, attendance awards, prizes and certificates to celebrate the end of the 

Spring Term. As usual, on the final day of term, which is Friday 4th April. There will be celebration assemblies 

for KS4 students in Year 10 and Year 11, who will finish at 12.00pm, and they will be dismissed from there. 

The KS3 assembly for students in Year 7, Year 8, and Year 9 will be from 12.00-1.00pm, and then they will be 

dismissed from school. Students in receipt of free school meals wishing to collect a packed lunch on Friday will 

have an opportunity to collect the packed lunch after their assembly on their way out of school.   

 
‘For our Mothers’ project with Mulberry Schools Trust 
I am delighted to share some exciting news about a wonderful opportunity for a group of our Year 9 students. 
Fourteen of our talented young writers are embarking on an inspiring creative journey with Fin Kennedy, a 
highly regarded English playwright, teacher, and university tutor. Fin is known for his work in writing for youth 



 

 

and marginalised communities, producing plays that resonate 
both in the UK and worldwide.  
 
The project, For Our Mothers, is a writing competition that 
invites teenage girls to compose a heartfelt 400-word tribute to 
their mothers or a maternal figure who has had a profound 
impact on their lives. The entries can take the form of poetry or 
prose, allowing students to express their emotions and 
experiences in a deeply personal way. 
 
This initiative is a fantastic opportunity for our students to 
develop their creative writing skills while celebrating the 
incredible influence of maternal figures. The winning entries will 
be published in a special book, providing a platform for these 
young voices to be heard. Additionally, some students will have 
the chance to record their tributes as audio pieces, and a select 
few will be invited to perform their work live at a prestigious 
conference in October. 
 
We are incredibly proud of our students for embracing this 
challenge with enthusiasm and creativity. Opportunities like this 
not only enhance their literary skills but also allow them to 
reflect on the powerful relationships that shape their lives. 
 
We look forward to sharing updates on their progress and 
celebrating their achievements as the project unfolds.  
 
Year 10 Imperial College Discover Economics Workshop 

A group of 30 Year 10 students were given the great 

opportunity to visit Imperial College this week to learn more 

about Economics, get them thinking about life after Connaught, 

help them to discover careers they might not have thought about and to learn what it is like to attend 

university. The morning started with a workshop, led by Economics students who attend Imperial College, 

looking at ‘Money and Happiness.’ Students were given a series of questions to think about and discuss and 

were then given information about ‘happiness/life satisfaction’ in different countries around the world. The 

result was the realisation that there are many factors to take into consideration and that money on its own is 

not a deciding factor in whether people are happy or not. The workshop was followed by a Q&A session about 

university (some great questions were asked about the application process and what university was like in 

general). We were then taken on a tour of the campus. It was a thoroughly enjoyable morning and an 

enlightening experience for our students, who were wonderful ambassadors for our school.  

                 



 

 

 

 

   

Student Voice 

The student voice leaders have been facilitating information sessions within their form groups and will be 

receiving some training from our school counsellor on how to advise about managing anxiety. The non-uniform 

day will be on Thursday, 3rd April 2025 to raise money for Anxiety UK. The cost will be £1.00. The collection 

has started in registration this week. Please remember to donate and get involved. It is all part of the wider 

school work on managing the wellbeing of the students in the school and looking at ways to encourage open 

dialogue about feelings and sharing how we feel so we can manage and regulate emotions effectively. 

 

 

Arbor – New School System 

We are pleased to announce that the school is migrating to a new Management Information System, which 

should be fully functional after the Easter Break. Arbor is a cloud-based app that has the functionality to allow 

parents to stay informed, in a much more accessible way. It also has a built-in messenger and payment 

service. 

Therefore, we are no longer going to use the current Parentpay system. We are asking parents not to update 

student balances or make any payments eg Drama Production tickets, as the data will be migrated over 

to the new system next week, once completed we will conduct an audit. This will also include any 

trips/clubs/learning resources that have been paid for in Parentpay  



 

 

In the meantime, we will process student meals manually and add any meals taken during the next week into 

Arbor over the break. 

Next week, I will send a link to access the portal along with an introductory sheet provided by Arbor with 

details on how to download the app. 

 

Extra Curricular Programme 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Before 

school 

Library Club 7:50-

8:20 Library ET 

Library Club 7:50-

8:20 Library ET 

Library Club 7:50-

8:20 Library ET 

Library Club 7:50-

8:20 Library ET 

Library Club 7:50-

8:20 Library ET 

Breakfast Club 7:40-

8:20 Dining hall 

DIA/PET 

Breakfast Club 7:40-

8:20 Dining hall 

DIA/PET 

Breakfast Club 7:40-

8:20 Dining hall 

DIA/PET 

Breakfast Club 7:40-

8:20 Dining hall 

DIA/PET 

Breakfast Club 7:40-

8:20 Dining hall 

DIA/PET 

   

Year 11 Maths 

revision 7:30-8:20 

Room 2 HUS (Week 

B only)  

Lunch 

time 

Homework Support 

Room 20 RIC 

Homework Support 

Room 20 

Homework Support 

Room 20 

Homework Support 

Room 20 

Homework Support 

Room 20 

GCSE Art and 

Photography Club 

Room 17 ELB 

GCSE Art and 

Photography Club 

Room 17 GIL 

KS3 Badminton AGI 

(Week A only) 

Board Game Club 

Room 42 ELK (Week 

A only) 

KS3 Royal Academy 

Young Artists Club 

Room 17 ELB 

Citizens UK Club 

Room 8 PHI 

Year 11 Maths 

revision Room 3 RGN 

(Week A only) 

Geography Video 

Club Room 7 DES 

Year 11 Maths 

revision Room 3 RGN 

(Week B only) 

KS3 History Film Club 

Room 6 KLE 

KS4 Textiles Club 

Room H2 RAN 

KS3 Multi skills sports 

AGI (Week A only) 

KS3 Crochet Club 

Room H2 RAN 

Year 11 French 

intervention (by 

invitation) Room 41 

FER 

Year 11 Biology 

Intervention (by 

invitation) Lab 1 AMR 

Computing Club 

Room 33 LAK 

KS3 Textiles Club 

Room H2 RAN 

Computing Club 

Room 33 ALK 

KS3 Dodgeball AGI 

(Week A only) 

Year 11 Chemistry 

Intervention (by 

invitation) Lab 4 IQB 

Year 11 Biology 

Intervention (by 

invitation) Lab 2 SIQ 

Year 11 Geography 

Drop In Club Room 7 

DES 

Year 11 Sociology 

intervention (by 

invitation) Room 5 

KAD 

Eco Club Room 7 

DES 

Year 11 Physics 

Intervention (by 

invitation) Lab 3 MUJ 

Year 11 Drama Club 

Hall JEM 

Year 11 History 

intervention (by 

invitiation) Room 6 

KLE 

Drama Rehersals Hall 

JEM 

KS3 Humanities 

Homework Catch Up 

Room 7 DES 

Year 11 Science 

Revision Lab 5 ALI 

Year 11 Geography 

Revision Room 39 

KHL 

Year 11 Drama Club 

Hall JEM Dog Club SIL 

Drama Rehersals Hall 

JEM 

Peer mentoring (by 

invitation) Room 5 

KAD 

Year 11 Geography 

Intervention (by 

invitation) Room 7 

DES 

Year 8 and 9 Science 

Cinema Club Room 8 

AMR 

Mentoring SAI HoY8 

office 

Mindfulness Club 

Room 10 GAH (Week 

A only) 

Year 7 and 8 Maths 

Club Room 4 SW 11C 

and PET 



 

 

KS3 Music Club 

Room 28 HEA 

Year 11 Study Space 

Room 32 WAL 

Music Club Room 28 

HEA 

Props Club Room 17 

GIL 

Year 7 Connections 

Club Library ALI 

 

Mindfulness Club 

Room 10 GAH (Week 

B only)   

KS4 Music Club 

Room 28 HEA 

 

Year 10 Homework 

Club Room 36 RAH    

After 

school 

Year 11 Maths 

revision 15:30-16:30 

Room 1 AUL 

Football 15:30-16:30 

Playground Leyton 

Orient/AGI 

Basketball Club 

15:30-16:30 Sports 

Hall AGI  Archery 14:30-16:00 

Year 7 English Action 

Tutoring (by 

invitation) Room 4 

CAR 

Year 10 Maths Action 

Tutoring (by 

invitation) Room 4 

LAB   

Drama Rehersals Hall 

JEM 14:00-15:30 

Boxing 15:30-16:30 

Main Hall DIA 

Year 11 Art Club 

15:30-16:30    

 

Year 11 Maths 

revision 15:30-16:30 

Room 2 LAB    

Step into a world beyond the ordinary – Beyond Wonderland! 

A journey through the strange, the surreal, and the spectacular, this show is a celebration of youthful 

imagination and the magic of growing up. Beyond Wonderland invites you to dive deep into a realm where 

dreams collide with reality, where we discover the power of standing up for ourselves and each other. It’s 

about becoming who you are meant to be, embracing the weird and wonderful along the way. 

Here’s a sneaky peek behind the scenes! 

       
Our ‘Mad Hatter’ Saarah Ali in 9G came for a costume fitting this week! 

 

Ms Gilbey along with the props club and some of the ensemble cast have been experimenting with neon 

paints for Cheshire Cat’s Magical Midnight Forest. 



 

 

               

Don’t miss out on the show– the wonder awaits! 

Thursday 3rd April 6pm for a delicious Afternoon Tea Party, the show commences at 6:30pm 

Tickets are £3 and can be purchased at the ticket desk in the dining hall at break time. 

As always, wishing you a great weekend, 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr. Silk 

Headteacher 

 


