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Message from the Headteacher
Special points of
interest:

Dear parents/carers

• West End Theatre

What a year this has been! Nobody could have foretold when we went into lockdown in March that our
lives would change so much! But despite all the changes, the covid timetables, staggered starts/finishes
and self isolation, we’ve managed to keep our spirits up and look after ourselves and each other.

comes to
Connaught

I continue to be in awe of the resilience, cheerfulness and hard work of our girls. They’ve handled the
challenges head-on and have managed to keep their energy levels up and come to school with a
positive attitude. For most of the term, we’ve had extremely high attendance which shows that girls love
coming to school. You’ll see from this newsletter that, despite the difficulties that the pandemic brings,
we’ve managed to keep up high levels of enthusiasm and quality teaching which makes Connaught
School for Girls the wonderful place that it is.

• Talented student

artists
• Deputy

Headteacher
releases album
• Exceptional Design

and Technology
work
• Students poems

Please take time to read through the articles and see the hard work that is taking place in school. From
our creative subjects, you can see fabulous art and D & T work where the restrictions brought by covid
have not been a barrier to learning. In our academic subjects, work has continued to keep our girls
learning in a stimulating and challenging environment. The need to be fit is very important during this
pandemic and PE has adapted our limited space to ensure that some outdoor activity is done regularly
to ensure that the mental and physical health of the girls is looked after. Our own Deputy Headteacher,
Mr Cross has been stretching his vocal cords; his band, ‘Engines Made from Soup’ have recorded an
album! So you can see that a pandemic is no barrier to success for us!
Whilst standards remain high, I am aware of what a long and challenging term this has been and the
local rise in cases must be really worrying for our students. Added to that is the strain of remaining within
bubbles; really tough on our KS3 students who have had to stay in one teaching room all day. We are
working hard in our pastoral teams to ensure that the mental health of our girls remains a top
priority. Our form tutors and school counsellors, together with our safeguarding team, headed by Ms
Hickes have been diligently dealing with anxiety issues resulting from the pandemic.
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As a mother myself, I am aware of how tiring it has all been. I know my own daughter has been getting
more and more tired as the term went on. I really hope that the winter break is an opportunity to have
some downtime, away from school and an opportunity to recharge in a safe and socially distanced
way. Having said that, for our Year 11s, this is an opportunity to revise for the mock exams in
January. My advice to those students is to draw up a revision timetable with opportunities to do past
papers under exam conditions. Added to that, ensure that there is adequate study time, interspersed
with downtime to avoid burnout. Planning is key.
You will know from the media that there is a lot going on nationally and locally and some of this will
affect us. I will keep you posted, as I have done throughout the year, via letter, our website and our
social media platforms. If your daughter has been asked to self isolate, please ensure that she does to
stop the spread of the virus and to protect our family and friends. Additionally, if your daughter
develops symptoms (before Wednesday 23rd December), please notify the school on
covid19@connaught-cloud.co.uk . We start back on Monday 4th January (Week B). However, if your
daughter is unwell, especially with covid symptoms, please do not send her to school. Please keep her
at home for at least 10 days after the onset of symptoms and until she has recovered. This is imperative
in order to keep us all safe.
I want to end by thanking all parents and carers for bearing with us while we
negotiate our way through these strange times. Thank you for all the kind
messages of support; they were never more appreciated than they are
now. Stay safe and have a good winter break, ready for bright and better 2021!
Avani Higgins
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Online theatre productions
We couldn’t get to the
West End this year so we
brought

West

End

Theatre to Connaught!
During the first Lockdown
a

variety

of

theatre

productions were made
available online and our
students

have

been

enjoying

them

whilst

exploring their storylines,
design

elements

and

learning how to write a
review.
Ms Jemal
Head of Drama

Art competitions
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The Art Department has

Art competition and the

and

had

Islamophobia Awareness

community.

a

particularly

productive Autumn Term

month

competi ti on.

and we are delighted

Students

submitted

with the way the girls

range of outcomes using

have embraced the new

various media and were

topics and adapted to

certainly exploring their

all tasks. Away from the

creative sides, whilst also

classroom, students were

participating

invited to participate in

promoting equality and

the Black History Month

kindness in the school

a

in

our

wider

The Black History Month
competition,
students

to

required
create

a

portrait of someone who
has fought for Civil Rights.
The winners were:
Rumaysah Eslami, 7S (for
her portrait of Claudette
Colvin)
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Art competitions continued
Amna Qasim, 7C (for her

November

marked

Antonina Maciag, 10W

portrait of Martin Luther

Islamophobia Awareness

(for her beautiful portrait

King)

Month and Ms Gilbey

using mixed media)

Khadija Dehgamia, 8W
(for

her

portrait

of

Malcolm X)
Zamara Aslam, 11G (for
her range of portraits of
Muhammad Ali)

was

inundated

beautiful

with

works,

illustrating the beauty if
Islam

and

importance

of

the
raising

a w a r e n e s s

o f

Islamophobia.

The

Amirah Hasan, 9G (for

winners were:

her use of digital media

Taleen Droubi, 7C (for her

to create a response to
the

arti st

Fazlalizadeh)

Tatyana

transcription of a Laila
Shawa painting)

Congratulations to all the
winners

and

a

huge

thank you to everyone
who took part! Please
look

out

for

future

competitions that the Art
department are running
throughout the year!
Ms Gilbey
Art department
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Art competitions continued

‘Again’ by Engines Made from Soup
O u r

D e p u t y

and

the

Alexa or Siri

to play

Headteacher, Mr Cross

summer holiday. It was

it! The band also has a

has produced a new

such great fun and we

social media presence

pop/rock music album

have

on

with his band ‘Engines

album that we’re very

and Facebook for fans

Made

proud

to follow and keep up

From

Soup’,

produced
of

and

released just last month.

people will like".

Mr Cross, who is

The

the

‘Again’

"I

acclaimed

really

thought

the

an
hope

Instagram,

Twitter

with future releases and

album

band’s lead singer said

called

future live events.

has

been

Let's

all

as

"really

Mr Cross' band and get

last

soul to funk". The band

Norton Show by listening

time at the Cavern Club

have their own unique

to the album and by

in Liverpool twenty years

sound

ago,

together

for

played
the

shines

following

entire

media. Who knows, he

with

might become top of

through

the

album;

vocals

of the UK". However,

stature,

national

hooks

l a te

we

lockdown
March

presented

the

all

in

2020

keyboards

band

harmony vocals.

with an opportunity to
collaborate online. Mr
Cross added, "lockdown
bro u gh t

us

ba ck

together and although
we

were

all

working

really hard from home
we got together online
in

th e

epic
and

evenings,

The

album

guitar
brilliant
and
is

available now on
all music streaming
sites such as Spotify,
Apple Music and
YouTube and has
already

attracted

listeners across the
world,

just

ask

the charts!
Editor

their

Graham

that

moved to various parts

before

the

behind

him

had

on

get

diverse - rock to pop to

band
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weekends
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PE Dept
The Panathlon
Challenge
The Panathlon Challenge
is

a

national

charity

which provides sporting
opportunities
20,000

for

young

over
people

from a range of different
backgrounds. This year
Connaught entered into
the challenge for the first
time,

with

6

students

across key stage 3 taking
part

in

the

Ten

Pin

Bowling competition. The

Fitness interform
competition
Physical

education

provides a wealth of
social,

emotional

and

physical benefits. Since
September all students
have been participating

in fitness training lessons
to improve their aerobic
endurance and prepare
them

for

interform

the

fitness

competition.

Students were required

stu den ts

thorou ghly

Panathlon

events

enjoyed the event and

throughout the year. Well

we hope to participate in

done to all those who

many

took part in the event.

more

of

the

to run continuously for 5,

Huge congratulations to

10, 20 or 30 minutes with

the winners 7F, 8C and

points awarded for the

9G.

time
some

run.

There

were

outstanding

performances across the

Results:
3rd - S and W

that

Year 8: 1st - C, 2nd - W,

of

the

students will continue to
train in preparation for
the annual Connaught
5km Challenge in the
Spring term.

education

Year 7: 1st - F, 2nd - C,

classes and we hope
many

“Physical

3rd - S
Year 9: 1st - G, 2nd - W,
3rd - S
Ms Humphrey
Head of PE

provides a

wealth of social,
emotional and
physical
benefits.”
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MFL department
Bonjour tout le
monde!
!hola a todos!
The MFL department has
had a busy Autumn term.
We started the year
catching up on key
aspects of language. This
is important as it ensures
our students have a
strong base on which to
build up their knowledge
of
vocabulary
and
grammar. We have now
made great strides to
carry on teaching the
next topics:

Twitter:
@MFLConnaught
Instagram:
@MFLConnaught

Year 8 French have been
learning to talk about
their town. On the right is
a wonderful piece of
work from Kleio in Mr
Ferreira’s class.

Mr Ferreira:
“Kleio is an outstanding student in French. She produced an amazing
piece of writing as part of the end-of-module assessment. Against the
AQA criteria below she came very close to full marks. Bravo Kleio!”
As part of Islamophobia
Awareness

month,

Mr

Huber’s year 10 students
were asked to write a
short presentation about
one of their role-models
in

French

(

évidemment).
right,

we

bien

On

the

have

two

wonderful pieces of work
by Sumayyah Eslami in
10S and Mawa Firdaus in
10W .

Well

done

to

these

students who will receive
a postcard each.
Finalement, in the spirit of
the festive season, see
the

next

page

for

a

French crossword puzzle
for anyone to complete
and bring back to their
language
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teacher

January for a prize :)

in

Merci beaucoup! ¡ Muchas Gracias !
With Best wishes,
The Modern Foreign Languages department.
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Design and Technology Department
It has been an unusual

The topic for year seven

in the form of bunting.

term for the department

has been ‘Celebrations’.

7C’s

as Covid restrictions have

The girls have been able

inspired weaving formed

resulted

in

school

our

classes

taught

fantastic

Kente

lower

to learn some new textile

part of our Black history

being

techniques at their desks

Month display.

and

and have mounted them

Design

Technology in their form
rooms with limited access
to practical facilities.
We have been focusing
on design based projects
and

have

impressed

been

with

the

way the girls have risen
to

thi s

c hall enge ,

producing

some

exceptional work.

Year eight have been
looking
and

at

‘Structures’

have

designing

been
storage

containers for stationery
items.
They have also created

repeat

designs

influenced by the work of
Antoni

Gaudi

Barbara

Hepworth

and
to

decorate their products.
This corridor display was
produced by 8S.
Year

nine

have

‘Textiles

taken

and

the

as

their

Environment’
theme.

After looking at designers

who have used textiles to
make

a

statement,

including

Vivienne

Westwood

and Viktor

and Rolf, the girls were
challenged

to

design

their own statement TShirts.

Many

completed

of

the

T-shirts

are

now creating a stunning
display in the dining area.
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Design and Technology Department continued
It has also been very

on

different

patchwork project and

for

year

10,

a

skills

based

although they have had

h a v e

access to the practical

experimenting

facilities, they have had

range

to

sewing skills. We

be

considerate

of

of

b e e n
with

a

advanced
have

each other and patient

been impressed with the

as

standard of their work.

th ey

wai t

f or

equipment and maintain
appropriate

social

distancing.
They have been working

Well done girls!
Mrs Horsley and Mrs Rain
Design and Technology
department.

“We have
been impressed
with the

standard of
their work.”

Food lessons have had

are also really grateful

to be different this term

for parents who have

too. The students have

been able to

been

the students with this,

supplied

with

some of the ingredients
and

then

they

have

been cooking at home.
We have been really
impressed with the effort
some girls have made
to try out recipes and

improve their skills. We
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support

thank you.
Mrs Horsley and Mrs Rain
Design and Technology
department.

Christmas Jumper Day
It may not be feeling like the 'the most
wonderful time of the year' for us
these days but that hasn't stopped us
getting festive. On Friday 11th
December, we had our annual
Christmas Jumper Day, raising funds
for the Whipps Cross Hospital Covid
Appeal. As always, our wonderful
catering team and support staff
pulled off a fantastic Christmas lunch
for us all. It certainly got us all in the
festive mood and ready for a nice
break over the holidays!

Well done to the winners for the most
imaginative Christmas jumpers:
Shona 7W
Hawa 8S
Maya 9F
Aaliyah 10C
Inayah 11F
Staff - Ms Gilbey

Artist of the Month
Congratulations

to

Haniyah Joomun, 7C for
winning
Month’

‘Artist
for

Haniyah

Connaught
School for Girls

Dyers Hall Road
Leytonstone
London E11 4AE

of

the

December.

has

not

only

worked extremely hard
during her lesson time,
she has also spent lots of
time at home creating
mini

3D

sculptures

in

response to the current
year 7 project. I have
been so impressed with

tel: 020 8539 3029

her

fax: 020 8558 3827

done Haniyah and keep

Email:
school@connaught.
waltham.sch.uk

enthusiasm!

Well

up the great
work. What a
fantastic start
to Year 7 Art!
Ms Gilbey

seize the day
H E A D T E AC H E R
M S A V AN I H I G GI NS

Published and

Art department

Dates for your Diary
Last Day of Term

-Thursday 17th December 2020

First Day of Term for Students

- Monday 4th January 2021

Year 11 Mock GCSE Exams

- Monday 4th January 2021

Year 11 Parents’ Evening

- Wednesday 10th February 2021

Year 9 Parents’ Evening

- Wednesday 24th February 2021

February Half-Term Holiday

- Monday 15th to Friday 19th February 2021

Staff Training Day (closed to students)

- Wednesday 17th March 2021

Year 8 Parents’ Evening

- Wednesday 24th March 2021

Spring Term Break

- Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021

Year 10 Parents’ Evening

- Wednesday 21st April 2021

May Day Bank Holiday

- Monday 3rd May 2021

Whitsun Half-Term Holiday

- Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021

Year 7 Parents’ Evening

- Wednesday 12th May 2021

Last School Day of the Year

- Wednesday 21st July 2021

edited by
Mr L Simpson
Media Resources

www.connaught-school.co.uk

